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DIWALI 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.08 pm]: I rise to 
congratulate the Indian communities of Western Australia on the occasion of Diwali or Deepavali celebrations. 
Celebrated by Western Australians of Indian heritage and Hindu communities, the annual Festival of Lights started 
on Sunday, 27 October, and will continue until 16 November, with the Bunbury Diwali Festival of Lights event 
hosted by the South West Indian Group. 
We Western Australians are embracing Diwali with enthusiasm, as is shown by growing attendances at large 
festivals and the increase in the number and size of smaller celebrations. Western Australian Indian communities, 
as well as members of the wider community, enjoyed the Diwali Mela 2019, organised by the Indian Society of 
Western Australia, the peak body for the Indian communities, with its fireworks, spectacular cultural entertainment, 
delicious food stalls and cheerful family atmosphere. I thank ISWA President, Mr Surya Ambati, his committee 
and volunteers for organising the three-day celebrations. 
The Geraldton foreshore came alive on 9 November with the Festival of Lights, organised by the Midwest Multicultural 
Association. The McGowan government is proud to have provided a total of $110 000 for several large celebrations 
taking place across the state. As always, Parliament House joined the celebrations by being lit up in orange from 
29 October to 3 November, and, of course, many members of Parliament were able to participate in a special event 
here on 15 October. The Diwali and Hindu new year celebration at Parliament House was organised by the 
worldwide Indian community association, BAPS, and was a great success. Thanks are due to Shri Hasmukh Wadia, 
national trustee of BAPS, and his team of hardworking volunteers for bringing the Diwali celebrations and leaders 
and representatives of the Indian communities to Parliament. 
Western Australia is fortunate to be home to large and thriving Indian communities, as well as considerable numbers 
of visiting students, tourists and business people from India. As many members of the house will be aware, I am 
working to establish direct flights between India and Perth, with the aim of growing the number of visitors 
travelling to Western Australia from India. Diwali is a good time to be celebrating these advances, and I envisage 
future festivals when our Indian neighbours will be keen to fly direct to Perth to celebrate Diwali with us. 
I wish all Western Australian Indian communities and everyone here today happiness, peace and prosperity for Diwali. 
The SPEAKER: We welcome some members of the Indian community who are in the public gallery today. 
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